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Mr, Robert C. Fox JAN 2 1980
Claims Represerntative ‘
Dubuque D, 0,

P.0, Building, Roomr 332

Dubuque, Tow: 52001

Dear Mr, Fox:

This replies to your letter of September 17, 1979, question-
ing the propriety of and requesting our comments on case No, 5,
Chapter 1V, SSA Gulde 4-1, page 23, This case is as follows:

"_Qnae No. 5

"5SA contact stations are located away from their
district and branch office te provide service to
the public, A representative may appear at a con-
tact station on a weekly or monthly basis and
public service policy requires that all people
calling at the contact sktation be taken care of
since many of them may have driven a subsbantial
distance for the service. As a result, the field
representative may have to work overtime at the
contact station as well as drive back to his
official duty station alt~r the normal workday.

"Determination

"Although the unmber of people calling at & con-
tact station cannot be controlled or schedulnd, the
contact station hours can be scheduled, The em-
ployee is entlitled to overtime pay for the actudl
overtime hours worked, but not for the travel time
in returning to his residence."

It is your view that time spent in return travel to your
of ficianl duty station after overtime work at a contact station
should be construed as work tiwe and compensable beecause you
carry with you files, forms, clain folders cte.
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| The governing provision of law is § U,5.C, § 5542(b)(B) (1)
which provides that time spent in a travel status away from the
official duty statfon is not hours of employment unless the travel
involves the performance of work while traveling. Decisions of
the Comptroller General interpreting this provision have held that

: transporting files and documents incident to travel generally does

; not constitute the performance of work while traveling and does

| not make the travel time compensable, Sea B~178458, June 22, 1973,
and B-181632, April 1, 1975, copies enclosed,

In view of the foregoing, case No, 5 appears to be in accord
with the governing authorities. However, if you believe you have
a claim for additional compensation, you may file it in accordance
with the procedures set forth in part 31 of title 4, Code of
Federal Regulations, Please note that it is recommended that claims
orginally be filed with the agency of whose activities they arose,
unless the statutory perlod of limitation (6 years) is about to ex-
plre. In that case claims should be filud directly with the General
Accounting Office.

Sinceraly yours, .
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Robert L. Higgpins
Assistant General Counsel
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